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19. (new claim) The device of claim 1 further coinprising at least one ri^^ eye threadablv 
mountable onto exposed upper ends of said threaded members. 

20. (new claim) The device of claim 1 wherein said riser is finsto-conicallv shap^^^ 

REMARKS 

In the Office Action mailed April 7, 2004, the Examiiier rejected daims 1-3 and 17 under 
35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by United States Patent No, 2,930^95 to Hale. The 
Examiner also fleeted claims 4-16 and 18 as being dependent upon claims r^ected in light of 
the Hale reference. Examiner stated however, that claims 4-16 and 18 would be allowable if 
rewiittea in independent form and amended to include all of the limitations of the base claim and 
intervening claims. 

Applicant has now amended claim I to include the limitations of claim 4 and amended 
claim 17 to include tile limitations of claim 18. Specifically, amended claim 1 now includes an 
annular i^toining ring mountable in mating engagement; onto the spacer ring and manhole riser 
such that the retaining rmg is sandwiched becweeak 11^^ Amendedclaim 
17 now includes the st^ of mounting an annular retaining ring in mating engagement onto the 
spacer ring and manhole riser such that ih& retaining ring is sandwiched between the riser and the 
spacer ring. 

The applicant lespect&Uy submits that dependant claims 2-16 and 18 are patentable for 
at least the leascHi that they d^end finom claims which patentably distinguish over the prior art 

In claim 1 the phrase '^a rigid annular ^acer ring sized so as to be mountable onto a 
manhole*" has been moved from the body of claim 1, and in claim 17 the phrase ""mounting onto 
a manhole opening a rigid annular spacer xba^ sized so as to be mountable onto the manhole" has 
been moved from the body of claim 17^ and both phrases inserted into Ihc preamble of Ihdr 
respective claims, Furthcimore, the phrase ^^substantially frustQ-conically siiaped" has been 
deleted from claims 1 and 17 and now fbnns the subject matter of new claim 20, 

Finally^ new claim 19 has been added and claims at least one rigid eye tfareadobly 
mountable onto e^cposed \xpp& ends of the threaded members. Such limitation is supported by 
the specification on page 8, lines 12 to IS. 
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Examiner is respectfiilly requested to now pass this application to aUowance. 



By: 



Respectfully submitted, 
Wayne John Nadasde 




Antony C. Edwards 
R^stration No. 40,28S 



June 2, 2004 
ACE/mh 

800 - 1708 Dolphin Avenue 
Kelowna, British Columbia, Canada 
V1Y9S4 

Telephone: (250) 861-5332 
Facsimfle: (250) 861^8772 



CERTIFICATE OF FACSIMILE TRANSMISSION 

I hereby certHy that this pap«r » being fietc^mHe transmitted to 
the Patent and Trademark Office on the dat« shown below. 

Name of Person Signing Certificalion y . 



Signature 



Date 
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